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911 August 27, 1897 

CUBA. 

Smallpox and yellow fever in Cuban seaports. 

August 17 : The United States consul at Cardenas reports that during 
the week ended August 14 there were in that city 1 death from yellow 
fever and no deaths from smallpox. 

August 16 : The United States consul at Oienfuegos reports that dur- 
ing the week ended August 15 there were in that city 8 deaths from 
yellow fever and 1 death from smallpox. 

August 21 : The United States sanitary inspector at Habana reports 
that during the week ended August 19 there were in that city 27 deaths 
from yellow fever and no deaths from smallpox. 

August — : The United States consular agent at Manzauillo reports 
that during the week ended August — there were in that city — deaths 
from yellow fever. 

August 20 : The United States sanitary inspector at Matanzas reports 
that during the week ended August 18 there were in that city 7 deaths 
from yellow fever. 

August — : The United States consul at Santiago de Cuba reports 
that during the week ended August — there were in that city — deaths 
from yellow fever. 

August — : The United States consul at Sagua la Grande reports that 
during the week ended August — there were in that city — cases and — 
deaths from yellow fever, and — cases and — deaths from smallpox. 

Sanitary report from Sabana. 

Habana, Cuba, August 21, 1897. 

Sir : The following report for the week ended Thursday, August 19, 
is respectfully submitted : 

The deaths from all causes are increasing rapidly each week and the 
table of comparative statistics will show the increase of deaths for the 
past six weeks. 

The deaths from yellow fever show a slight increase over the preced- 
ing week. Of the 27 deaths 2 occurred among the civilians and 25 
among the Spanish soldiers and sailors. 

While comparatively few cases are reported as occurring among crews 
of the war vessels it is noticed that the largest man-of-war here has 
been removed from the Habana side of the harbor to a point in the open 
bay, considered to be free from infection. It has been the policy of the 
Spanish Government in the last few weeks not to send sick soldiers from 
all parts of the island, as has been done formerly, and this, in a measure, 
accounts for the decrease of cases during the past few weeks. 

Convalescents among the soldiers are being removed rapidly to Spain. 
Recruits are not coming over to take their places, and it is probable that 
there will be less yellow fever during the following months for the cor- 
responding time during the past two years. Smallpox has almost dis- 
appeared, or at least confined to a few cases, not more than 8 being in 
the city. There are two vessels at the Tallapiedra Wharf, but having 
only gone there a few days ago sufficient time has not elapsed for any 



August 27, 1897 



912 



cases of yellow fever to develop, which must occur unless the crews are 
immunes. The weather conditions are most unfavorable, intense heat 
during the greater part of the day, followed by heavy rains which now 
fail to cool the atmosphere. 

The direct rays of the sun are almost unbearable when the trade 
winds are not blowing. 

Very respectfully, W. F. Brunnee, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The SuEGEON- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[In closure.] 

Comparative statistics of the mortality of the city of Hdbana for the weeks ended July 15, 
July S2, July S9, August 6, August IS and August 19, 18S7. 



Disease. 






Week ended— 






July 15. 


July 22. 


July 29. 


Avtfi. 5. 


Aug. 12. 


Aug. 19. 




41 

11 
10 
2 
9 
12 
1 
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48 
14 
6 
3 
22 
23 
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40 

17 

14 

3 

21 

30 



1 

1 

3 

32 

284 


28 

21 

14 

2 

23 

42 



1 

1 

3 

38 

306 


23 
20 
13 
7 
39 
36 

1 
1 

14 
81 
317 


27 




22 




$ 




7 




24 


Enteritis 


32 







Glanders 







1 

3 

28 

264 







6 

29 

235 


11 


Tuberculosis 


46 




342 






Annual ratio per 1,000. 


61.10 


68.64 


73.64 


79.56 


82.42 


88.90 







GEEMANY. 

Method of testing antidipktheritic serum in Berlin. 

Berlin, Germany, August 5, 1897. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following observations upon the 
methods employed in Berlin in the testing of antidiphtheritic sernm, 
which present some points which seem worthy of note, as illustrating 
the great care taken in the procedure, and improvements which have 
been made as the result of experience. For the information and the 
privilege of making the observations I am indebted to Dr. BonhofF, 
who has charge of the testing of all serums made under the direction 
of Professor Behring, whose establishment supplies by far the larger 
portion of serums used in the German Empire, besides a large export 
demand. The general principle involved is of course the simultaneous 
injection of given quantities of diphtheria toxines and antitoxines. 
The former are prepared by cultivating in bouillon a virulent growth 
of the Klebs-Loeffler bacillus. The potency of these toxines is deter- 
mined by blank experiments upon susceptible animals, usually guinea 
pigs. A departure from the generally accepted practice is the prepara- 
tion of these toxines in large quantities, which are kept in flasks in a 
dark and cool place, a quantity of thymol being added to prevent the 
growth of adventitious germs which may find their way into the liquid 
after it has been subjected to filtration through a Pasteur-Chamberland 
filter. The thymol floats in a layer upon the surface of the liquid, and 
is removed from beneath this layer by a sterilized pipette in the usual 
manner. 



